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i. For some time before the Lebanese Government's repressive measures against 
the opposition, taken in the first week of August, negotiations had beon 
taking place between govermnont leaders and tho opposition leeders Pierre + 
Jdumayl, Henri Pharaon, and Camille Shem'un, through the mediation of Habib 
AbueShahiah,a friend of both groups. Agreement had almost been reached for 
a meeting between these opposition leaders and Riyad Sulh, the Lebanese 
Prime iinister, In order to resolve the differences between the two sroups, 
when, in the first week of August, the government mede a sudden change in 
policy. mS : 


#e The reason for this change in policy was a report received by the governmett 
that the Phalange headquarters had sent an order to ali its sections, alerting 
them for further orders and instructing then not to neglect their military 
training. The report stated further that the opposition was planning to hold 
a neeting of its leadors, at which time the creation of a Lebanese Christian 
state similar to tha Jewish state in Palestine would be announced. The report 
stated that Emil Edde, recently returned te Lebanon fron Paris, had made an 
agreenent while in Paris with representatives of the Israeli Governnons for 
he creation of a Christian national state in Lebanon. Accordingly, Lebanese 
vovernnent leaders, at a meeting on 10 August, decided on repressive measures; 
the first of these measures to be the suspension of a number of opposition 25X1A6a 
newspepers, including the Phalanse paper al~Amal, for one month. 
Comment. A second report from a qualified neutral observer steted that aleAnal 
was actually susponded on 12 August for one month.) 2 


$e When Pierre Jumayl protested arainst these repressive measures, he was told 
by the Lebenese President, Bishareh Khuri, of the report that the covernment 
had received concerning the activities of the opposition. dumayl denied that 
the Phalenge was plenning subversive action, and protested against the govern» 
ment's supression of aleAnal. 
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The man behind these repressive measures is Riyad Sulh, who hes bean 
criticized recently by the Christian opposition. Source elaims 
that Riyad Sulh wishes to destroy the Christian opposition and prevent a 


- rapprochement between it and President Bisharah Khuri in the hope thet, 


by Keeping the Christians divided, Sulh might facilitate his secret pro- 
gram of uniting Lebanon to Syria. 


in the vote of confidence which was held on 3 August, Sulh has, in any case, 
prevented a repetition of the united action of Christisns and Moslems which 
had opposed hin in the 25 May 1947 elections. That the Moslems are rofuging 
te cooperate with the Christian opposition is evident in a rasent talk 


between Louis Ziyadah, formerly « member of Emil Eddets party and now a 


meaber of Abd~al-Hamld Karamah's National Liberation bloc, aud Karamah, in 
which Ziyedeh attempted to persuade Karemsh to work with the oppositions 
Karamah is reported to have replied: “It is not possible to work with the 
opposition even in demanding reform, because the opposition is essentially 
a Christien opposition, worling for a Christian majority. The Syrian 
President, Shukri Quwwatli, and the Arab League Secretary Goneral, "Azzam 
Pasha, have. told mo that Riyad Sulh intonds to destroy the Christian Spe 
position because it hinders his efforts in Palestine. I haves beon asked 
not te join the opposition and I eam complying with this request." 
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